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Copper Wlng / Meydad Eliyahu

Curator: Dr. Smadar Sheffi

Meydad Eliyahu's exhibition “Copper Wing” engages in
immigration stories of Israel's Jewish Indian community. The
installation touches upon memories, sensitivities, and silences.
Personal and public intertwine, far and near meet, and
sensuous and rigid come together. The large exhibition hall of
the Contemporary Art Center Ramle-CACR envelops visitors in
color and movement; the inner area, adapted for workshops,
displays artworks by Eliyahu and participants.

The chains with copper cutouts shaped like cashews (or tears),
is linked to Eliyahu's childhood memory of the spiced nuts his
father used to bring home from the Ramle market. A green wall
forms the background for a drawing of an imaginary landscape
with a sheet of copper on the facing wall evoking double-page
spreads of a notebook. Texts are punched out in Hebrew,
English, and Malayalam (the main language of the state of

Kerala, in south India), inspired by the notebook kept by the
late Esther Tiferet, mother of activist Tzipora Meir, a prominent
figure in Ramle's cultural life and its Indian Jewish community.
During the 1970s, Esther collected expressions, terms, and
recipes documenting the transition from one language and
culture to another. The copper homage to the notebook brings
to mind the ancient copper tablets on which the Maharajah of
Kerala inscribed the rights of the Jews of Kerala centuries ago.
Thus, a contemporary work pertaining to a valuable historical
object of huge symbolic significance to the Jewish community
of India hovers over the exhibition, resonating in the notebook
integrating tradition and change. Eliyahu’s use of copper bears
associations to Indian art, with its wide use of the material, and
to copper working in arts and crafts activities in the 1960s and
‘70s.

“Copper Wing" expands Eliyahu's conceptual process exhibited
inIsrael and in India, and is accompanied by creative activities in
diverse community settings in Ramle. The connection between
individual art-making and social action combine in a process of
community art workshops and meetings at the CACR.

Prior to the exhibition, artist-activist Eliyahu worked in a
studio in the Ramle Museum complex located at the city's
center - between the market, the mosque, and the municipal
building. Participants in art workshops held in public spaces,
community centers, and schools, working together with the
artist, made copper plates and prints, some of which are on
view in the exhibition. Participants range from pensioners at
Beit Assia Kogan's nutrition security program, through Ramle
schoolchildren, to Indian Israeli activists, artist-colleagues, and
the public.

The archive developing throughout the exhibition continues
Eliyahu's process begun in exhibitions at two International
Kochi Muziris Biennales: Box of Documents (2016), displaying
documents from the Jewish community in India, and Red Crown,
Green Parrot (2018), (with Thoufeek Zakriya, both exhibitions
curated by Tanya Abraham) in which repressed history was
made present in the public sphere.

In contrast to many other Jewish communities who immigrated
to Israel due to persecution, Jewish community leaders had
been well integrated into the tolerant multicultural Indian
society of the 20th century, and those who left India departed
with a desire to join the incipient Jewish state. Eliyahu’s family
left in the earliest wave of immigration around 1947, when
India became independent of British colonial rule.

Eliyahu, born and raised on Moshav Mesilat Zion, firstaddressed



the experiences of his parents’ generation in the fresco The
Planters’ Dance (2016), in “Intricate Affinities: Reflections of
Western Tradition in Local Contemporary Art,” at the Petach
Tikva Museum of Art (curated by this writer). Eliyahu used a
medium usually identified with churches, palaces, and large
socialist murals to speak about the early years of settlement
in the 1950s, when newly arrived immigrants were directed
to moshavim [semi-collective farms]. This chapter in Israel's
history did not become part of its heroic ethos.

“Threshold” (2020), at the Wilfrid Israel Museum of Asian Art
& Studies (curated by Shir Meller Yamaguchi), was based on
archival photographs of Cochin Jews in Israel. “Copper Wing"
at the CACR (2022), floods the erasure and repression of
Jewish Indian culture in Israel, referring to changes in recent
years, as a new generation of activists began highlighting the
cultural qualities their parents brought with them and their
place in contemporary Israeli culture. The exhibition is part of

a long-term community building process parallel to the artist's
internal, personal journey.

Exhibiting “Copper Wing” in Ramle, a world city, is an integral
part of the project's essence, creating a nexus of complex and
relevantissues of community and local identity, multiculturalism
and the individual and collective processing of the link to
place. It illuminates the disparity between the absent, often
one-dimensional view of Indian culture formed among Israeli
tourists and between the contemporary and historical cultural
richness that the Indian immigrants brought with them to
Israel, yet which has remained until the present on the margins
of Israeli culture.

Meydad Eliyahu's father, a public figure, passed away during
preparations for this exhibition.

“Copper Wing" is dedicated to his memory.

Dr. Smadar Sheffi
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